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1H ^ Hh| 

Sji 8 BH^B BiMB^^BHHB HRB < . 

*"stxB^WL. you? / Call ^^^■|| ( jSj < a£**i*« 

"■^■ 5 ^^—\ H'-sony Stark .... 

\ 11 up myself and 

\^^say what? ( 

/ you're unhappy^'u^^^^^ / '\T 

Tell him your shift 1 A 

supervisor is a f T&S 

jf^JB^^^^^B^cokehead. Tel \J 

|^Ydair \ ^ 

/ jf \ why don't I ^7 XX1 _X 

'Y / X. \ I^Bdothat?//v 

III 

ill 

/you have\ 

( no one to ) 

[jfep^^g^J |J \blame but--/__^J^^^ 

- ^Fthey! I^LJ 

~gyg 3 t yourself. 

EJ >Hey.'^^M 

V \ \\ \ flk 1 

I \ \ 1 i ' % .\l t 

t / W/eliTx^N 

.Tv'/ wasn’t looking \ ^^-5.^. \^Mp4''1k 

ppf for someone to / ^n?T\ 

-\ blame, 1 was j /#s>^XSsA 

V^trying t o--y m^' 

always looking^ Vi '•' 

Vfor someone--^ —1 4 ——, 

/sonowT\ r^ 
% \ (can't sfrare )Q » 

\rny-- 

^'""Stark gave X 
/ us these discount \ fjf _^>\ /T^ 

| tickets to ] \n .. •' -' 

1 \ Pisney World, that's! M c -^' • 

V more important / “\ '~Szjg v iS^p'' 

than-- 
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What? No 
costume? 


* Eh, I think' 
costumes are 
.a fad anyhow. 


MexEjssue^ urpl^ 






















MICHAEL GAYDO! 



























































































































































































Y well, this is a very ^ 
important situation for 
i us and I really hope . 
\ you call us A 
back. 


S My cell ^ 
phone number it 
212 - 555 - 4034 . 


I f 



If ^ fpj 

Please, 

. 'p^MT please do — 

1 \ back. > 

=g|U 

E=|i 

llL^J 











aL^j 

^Kf ^r^but--but‘ i \ J\ (HL 

^■U /M they call him the \ 1 1 1 k, I /^Bk■ 

^■1 //I Purple Man In the 1M I //^Bi r 

newspaper. / R V V^^^B l^Km] 

■^■|lf^_- This Is-- 





































































































































































































































r KimRourke. Iam-- ^ 
uh—calling on behalf 1 
of a—a few families that 
are all looking for some— 
V uh some information t 
about the same m 
^ y person, 


' don't know if ^ 
that is something 
you do or not, I 
have never called 
^n investigator 


Initially I 

~ had called Avengers 
Mansion about our 
problem and a woman 
k said I should . 
call you... . 


not only did you 
ftave incredible 

intuitiveness as a 

/ ...but you \v investigator... 

'also had a prior A< 

history with the 
\ person. 


~ We need ~ 
/ie/p getting 
information 


d<illgrave.. 


Y — but—but ” 
t/iey ca// Wm t/ie 
Purple Man in the 
k newspaper. A 


I ;>n«wximi 

i^mnv\\v\ 




















































































































































































































































BAGLEY NO 
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WHEN HIGH-SCHOOL STUPENT JESSICA JONES WAS ALMOST KILLEP IN AN ACCIPENT WITH A MYSTERIOUS MILITARY 
ISOTOPE, SHE FOUNP THAT SHE HAP PEVELOPEP AMAZING POWERS! JESSICA HAS VOWEP TO USE HER POWERS 
FOR GOOP, CHAMPIONING THE CITY AS THE BRIGHTEST STAR IN THE MARVEL UNIVERSE. 



. MINPFUL AMAZING TERRIFIC JAW-PROPPING BRILLIANT 

I MARC SUMERAK ANPY SCHMIPT TOM BREVOORT JOE QUESAPA BILL JEMAB 
ASSISTANT EPITORS EPITOR EPITOR IN CHIEF PRES/PENT 
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^HEY // HEW ~ 
WHAT'S GOING 
^ONHERE? A 


STOP 

.IT/. 


THEY ARE^s 
ONLY POING WHAT 
C I ASKEP? ./ 
































WHAT'S 
YOUR NAME? 


W you're^^ 

[VERY ATTRACTIVE, 
L^JESSICA. ^ 

TAKE I 

| OFF YOUR ) I 
IXCLOTHESy ■ 


Y ANP y 
r NOT YOUR SILLY 
MAPE-UP NAME-- 
WHAT'S YOUR 
L ,SEAL NAME? j 


SIT 

POWN. 


NyYAAl&H-'-' 















































ffirff 


JKbe A PEAR X 
/ANP FLy ON OUT N, 
'ANP TAKE CARE OF 
i THE POLICE THAT , 
\ ARE ARRIVING, 
Tv WILL you? 


BEFORE yOU 
PO THAT... 


GO OUTSIPE 
ANP FUCK AROUNP WITH 'I 
THEM FOR A SECONP SO X I 
jCCAN FINISH MY MEAL. 

- gr THI^^ 

5 'X STEAK IS 

3 I \A MAZING. 


rWHATV 
SHOULP WE 
v PO? v 


• POLICE?'#-^- 


XCALL THE 
^AVENGERS' 






























































































































































^ He'd just^^ 
' sit there and ’ 
at his 'request' 
l I would beg him i 
kl for it- ^4 


r X WOUld 

beg him t< 
.flick me... 


where this 
V going? 


^Eight s 

^months' 


(slept on his) 
\f1oor. < 


bathed 


^^He told me— 
he would run his fingers) 
.through my hair and hej 
would tell me. JJ ^^ 


That he^^B 
T was doing this to mel 
for every fucking time 
L Paredevil beat the i 
^^shit out of him.„^^ 


i nac tms ™ 
r was for every 
, time Spider-man 
S, did whatever 
^^to him... ^ 


< going to make ^ 
i me beghimforj 
































































































































































' PO you KNOW HOW 
MUCH I CAN'T STAMP M 
. THIS FUCKING—X 

V REALLY PESPISE 

^^”him. 

you KNOW^® 

WHAT? X SWEAR 1 
. )/W TO GOP, ON ALL 
\ IlM THAT IS HOL^ THAT 
}/ Ifx IF I KNEW WHO . 
®f /6 [fvTHIS FUCK REALLY/ 

Y | ■ Ifc, WAS- 


r -THIS SELF^ 
RIGHTEOUS PIECE 
V~OF CRAP- V 


L^-I WOULP^^ 
r MOLEST ANP ^ 
.TORTURE EVERYONE. 
LT IN HIS LIFE. IA 


' 1 WOULP^ 
TURN HIS LIFE 
.INTO—INTO—. 










































Now, the second I'm out 
oF range oF Killgrave’s 
chemical bombardment 
oFmy brain... 

The second i get the 
hell away From him, I 
start coming out oF it. 

Finally. 

The brainwashing, or 
whatever the Fuck it is, 
starts wearing OFF. 

And it wasn't 
a pleasant 
experience. 

I mean, this mind control 
shit he's been pumping 
into me has been there 
For eight months. 

Every day, 
every night: 
eight months. 

And so as soon as Killgrave 
wasn't there, my body, my 
brain--it had no Fucking 
idea what to do!! 


I was having some kind 
oF a nervous breakdown. 

I Found myselF still 
determined to do what 
he told me to do, but 
now I could Feel my body 
trying to stop. 

But I'm still going 
ahead with my mission. 


I knew what I was doing 
was Fucked up, but I 
cou Idn't—stop— doing- - it. 


I bolt right towards 
Avengers Mansion looking 
For Paredevil, just like he 
told me to... 

(Even though I know as 
well as anyone on the 
planet that Paredevil 
isn't there, shouldn't be 
there, and I don't think 
has ever been there). 


But I can't stop 
doing what Killgrave 
told me to do. 


I can't stop. 


I can't stop. 


straight. My head is 
throbbing. I-I can hear 
my heart looking For a 
way right the Fuck out 
oF my chest! 

And I still don't 
stop what I'm doing. 


So just—just as I am 
getting there, a couple 
oF those Avengers jet 
things are coming in For 
a landing. 

The Avengers are just 
coming home from some 
big mission. 



























And, I don't know if it 
was just the act. The 
hitting. 

3ut the second 
I hit her—I was 
finally awake! 


a second!! 

I mean, a second. 


...and there they 
are looking at some 
costumed bimbo who 
just swooped down 
and hit one of them!! 



Who, now, was just 
standing there with a 
stupid look on her face. 
































And, oh yeah, not only 
was it the Avengers that 
I happen to side swipe... 
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But I pick a day where 
the Avengers and the 
Pefenders, the old 
school classic 
Pefenders, are doing 
some big team-up. 


So not only do X got 
Captain America, Thor, 
Iron Man, and the 
Scarlet Witch's husband 
ready to just beat my 


...but now I got the 
fucking Incredible Hulk, 
that Pr. Strange dude, 
the Namorguy... 


All of'em. 


I mean, I was—I was 
so fucked it wasn't 
even funny. 


And I could—I could 
imagine in my mind's 
eye the scene where 
X try to say: ’I’m sorry 
everyone, I thought 
she was Paredevil and 
I think I was under 
someone else's mind 
control, but now I'm 
not. I'm okay now.' 


I could hear my brain 
trying to form the 
explanation and I heard 
how fucked it sounded, 
so I just... 




I mean, what the 
hell could Ido? 
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MAYS NO 


JAY do: 






























































["The Avengers. 
The goddamn 
Pefenders... 
all of'em. 


"Carol and I knew 
each other. We 
weren't friends get 
like we are now, but 
we knew each other. 


"I guess Iron Man couldn 
hear her over all his moto 
and the wind and whateve 
because... 


"And, listen, 
to be honest. 


["The time I've spent telling gou 

all this has taken longer than 
Itheentirethingtook^l 


”1 mean, Whoom! 
Thor. Whoosh! 


"And before I could 
even focus on the 
fact that the Vision... 


"—the Scarlet Witch's 
husband, or whatever, 
was coming right at me—' 





to beat my as5 ~~ as 1 
[]«t well theu should have--! 


except Carol Panvers. 1 
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Who is 
that?. 


^Cute 

.though. 



O 

?jjA ■KjL 
MBT 

^0 | 


pg A\ / G 
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^ Not" 
.really. 


V 3ut, you ^ 
know what, I 
saw Akira for 
.the first time 
L. recently. A 


^ that movie^ 
Really kicked 
1. my ass. J 


Are you^ 
a big fan of' 
manga, , 
Jessica? A 


r£SsO Punno/VO 

^they caught%H 
the Purple Man. IQ 
L Put him away MB 
fe for goocl_^»M 

' ~~~\ (^Really? 

W ParedewF^B 
I got him. You know ■ 
L. who that is?^M 


/vo you\ 
' harbor any i 
feelings of 
resentment 
k towards i 
L, him? A 


f How \ 

' does that\_ — 

i make you ^ The 'X 

L. feel? news that the 
Purple Man is in 

EjCfcK^Vprison^Y 














'Oh N ' 

ueah? 


r ?o you t 

trust me? 
Will you let 
l mehelp?^ 


y I’m going^^™ I 
' to help you \ d I 
Into the next jjjfl jp J 
, phase of I 
L your life.^^fc —^ 

The good^^^But It 
ws is, it won't need you 
■ too hard on to trust 
you, me. A 


f I’m here 
as a favor t 
SsTa friend. 

























w That's 
' what I art 
i going to he 
Vyou with. 


id nothing 
wrong. 


^IVeS, 
really fucked 
'^things up. < 


^but first, O 
need you to 
-.wake up. J 


JB a \T\Sl y< t> o c 


El A \l O 









V phi ^ \ 








nr 

Til 1 

I^Tl 



fei, 

1 ^ 

1 Q , -/ 


Si 






























































































^On behalf of 
the entire Rvengers 


uuant to apologize 
l to you. 

LUe knato toe'll never 
be able to make up to 
you the time lost, 
i T You pan ' 
imagine...finding 
out that you toere 



We had lust gotten 
back from an overly 
tense and threatening 
t "adventure." 


LLIell...UJhen you } 
attacked Wanda, toe 
overreacted, there's ^ 
no other toay to put it. j 

" J We^ 

. jfiSgi lashed out 

Jwjfillfflm without 
thinking. 




ML 

1 // / —'f--. \ 


n 1 


H | 11 



■ l apologies-A 








































































































































'''Right riownN 
thereon the) 

> end. 

//Is it okay--l"^ 
(( want to speak 
r\to him alone? ■ 


worst 
oF the 


'if that's'' 
what you 


''Like who? ' 
Who do you 
sdot here?y 


2 " But 7^ 

' the entire ’ 
conversation 

V record ed.^( 


/'"^Wegot\ 
/ Baron Blood, \ 

' Bushwacker, Carnage, \ 
Crossbones, Jigsaw, \ 
Tiger Shark, Tombstone, 
Vermin, a goofball calls / 
.himself Radioactive Man, / / 
\ Scarecrow, Mister / / 

/x haven , t'-\-\ 
f even heard \ \ 
l of half these ) 
\guys.y 


/can’t do'Y 
[anything about 
L-^that. / 


7^ But no one \ 
' will see the video ' 
that doesn't already 
know what happened 
with you and him 
^anyhow, so don’t worry, 


/Listen, oddsN 
are nothing is 
going to come 
V^of this. 


■"sure youX 
don’t want me ' 
o stand behind 
you and look j 
vbad ass?^/ 


r you want ^ 
to grab lunch 
Y after? / 


'Yeah, 

maybe. 
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BRIAN MICHAEL BENDIS MICHAEL GAYDOS NO 











'you look very' 


Even talking 

' through the high-tech > 
srison monitor, even without 
direct contact of any kind, 
.even with the guards and y 
\^_the security 


y\..o\\e feels' 
the Purple Man's 
piercing gaze... 


^'''^Tmemories of \ 
/ their intimate time > 
together flushing forward 
vthrough her. Flooding up j 
inside her. ~y 


y There are^\ 
things that they 
shared that she 
, neverspoke , 


y The ■""x 
truths only they 


^^^Jessica Jones..[^^^H 
f the ex-costumed super ^ 
f hero, now private eye, i 
[comes face-to-face with her J 
\ greatest foe, her worst A 
nightmare... 


jmatic Killgrave, 
he Purple Man.^ 


z''' She ^< 
stares ahead 
vWankly-;^ 


Trying not \ 
f to give Killgrave > 
the satisfaction of 
how much this 
, confrontation is , 
^getting to her. / 


^^But her \ 
T eyes are glassy ' 
with held back tears. 
L Her quivering lip , 
^^betrays ber/y 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































s citizens > 
ething like 
happens. 


\ This is exactly the ] 
kind oF situation that 
the Avengers should be 
1 taking the Frontline— J 


No. A speciFic chain of 
command should be in plao 
, when this city is Faced with, 
> crisis like this. 


i the city. 


Why the Avengers? 


Exactly 
my point. 


' The Avengers should be ' 
dropping whatever they are 
doing and they should be on 
i a Full-scale manhunt. I 





















jjour ants- 


’ p There‘s 






















To be concluded... 













































Oh my 

in 


r YOU ^ 
r KILL£P HIM'! 

. rOU K7U.EP, 
LT HIM!! U 























^Now I know thisX 
s all very upsetting 
but that's--clearly 
that's the desired , 
effect. 


x And this is 

—- f just the first in what 

^—7 I hope will be many, many , 

/_I reminders of just how special) 

s' "N\ you are to me and how much / 
&kt! j X" i detest your whore S 


r This may > 
be your book 
but this is my 


V' It's ^ 
your worst 
jiightmare^ 


NNoOQOf! 


//AA6&4QH' 

^Ogtt^OcP'f 


































































































































































KILL&RAVE 
STAMP POWN! 


'Trie is why' 
I brought you, 
\ whore, y 


Here they 


r WE PON'T “ 
WANT TO OPEN FIRE 
ON A CIVILIAN AREA 
S^BUT WE WILL. ^ 


V~I want you ' 
( to fly up there 
and I want you t( 
, kill one of them, 
\anyone. Your 


s' Jessica, lf^\ 
f you're too stupid 
to pick one yourself... 
i try breaking Captain 
\. America's back. 


II NUW, 

WHORE! 









9RK1 


< Jg) 
















































































































































































































/so I was i 
[just going to 
L call you.^ 

were? / i 


^officially the only one 
of us that Jameson 
.ever writes nice shit 
about, 


the mood 
l to talk? . 

















'guess that's 
L up to you 


O I want to^^ 
rsay that I should’ 
tell ya that over 
the last couple of 
^ months I seem A 


you frustrate 


rou 

r frustrate 1 
i the shit out J 
^ of me. ^A 


f W )/ I seem tcj' 
1/7 be thinking 
§» about you... 
a l ot . % 

I was admitting 
Lto myself.^^^B 


both^^ 
r know you're like ' 
a bat out of hell 
around me half the 
time but...that's 
k neither here nor i 
^^there.-^^J 


dunno. 


I just ^ 
wanted to tell 
you that I'm . 
here... A 


something. 


^(I just 
think about 
^you a lot.) 


rT.. I found i 
myself really 
L caring. 


Jr And I know 
me and you—we're all' 
.just how we are with . 
each other. 


worry about! 
^ you. 


' you—Idon 1 ' 
L. know. 



m 



i ** 

V 

A 

m 

^rso, though ™ 
r I know you got 
some shit going on 
with one of the 

L Avengers or 






^And that's—^ 
that's what I 
came here to 
^ tell uou. A 


1 (v 

■ 111 l! Yjf Yeah -^^B^ me"like jk|^Hs 

Tt *$1 

(|Wj2j^jSgfv| 

F i—^PP ^ m _m\ 

[ ^fhigh schooj^^^H^Jj 

J * ■ ^k\ „V now? , 1 

M\ v »' m fwrviKr 

■fl ^ 























A FEW WORDS FROM BENDIS 


cated aspects of bringing a child into 
this world of heroes and villains. 
Jessica's life is different and the book 
will reflect that. 


Yeah, this is the last issue of ALIAS. And 
it's all my fault. 


e series." But having read it, as you 
Lust have, you know that we peaked. 

boofe has been | 


Worried about the to 
that it is no longer on't. 

I wrote #28. which you iiiMfi-ad. and I R ea dei-s °f DARfDEl lean 

was like, “Uh, I think I just wrapped up f b _ e wo a r d d ult 9 "” y 1 {jjj; 

un P '|Spvation of ALIK f this 

series will be focuse sues 

but the characters tfi 
will be there in full glory- ept 
Jessica will be happier, at leas 
couple of pages. 


What happened was-l let Joe 
Quesada, the man who keeps the 
staples from falling out of the 
books, know that I thought ALIAS 
might be done. He said Marvel 
was toying with the idea of a CSI in 
the Marvel Universe kind of book, 
and that maybe I could take 
Jessica, who everybody already 
likes, and create something that 
worked all these ideas together. 




Very inspiring words. 

Then, if I did that, it wouldn't need 
to be MAX anymore, though I like 
saying 'fuck' a lot (some might say 
too fucking much); the big eff word 
was stifling a couple of things I 
wanted to do with Jessica-like 
using Spider-Man and some other 
big name Marvel guest stars. 

See, we can't have the kids 
picking up an issue of ALIAS 
looking for Wolverine and getting 
a mouth full of my potty, we just 
can't. But still. I have these story 
ideas. So... 



ALIAS is called THE PULSE now. THE 
PULSE. It's a brand new, 

Marvel comic starting this Fet 


w. iht wouio nave nao an amazing, luiiiiung 
ingoing career. This was an honor and a 
ibruary. privilege. I shit you not. 


THE PULSE is a Daily Bugle focused I would like to thank many people for the 

series. It will center on a section of the success of this book-you, the fans 

paper that will cover superhuman first. Your devotion to the book and 

happenings. It's the mysteries of the compassion for Jessica has been 

Marvel Universe revealed. inspiring to me as an author. 


Jonah will hire Jessica Jones in a kind Michael Gaydos is a genius of subtlety 
of 'first look' deal. He gets first crack at ^nd expression aninthank him for Im 


Matt Hollingsworth was one of my 
favorite colorists before we started 
working on ALIAS and DAREDEVIL. 
Working with him and trying to guess 
how his mind will interpret the scenes 
has been thrilling. 


Thank you to Nancy Dakesian, Kelly 
Lamy, Cory Petit, Richard Starkings, 
Wes Abott, Oscar Gongors, Jason 
Levine, Rodney Ramos, Al Vey, Stuart 
Moore, Tom Brevoort, CB Cebulski, Nick 
Lowe, Joe Quesada, Rick Mays, Mark 
Bagley, Bill Sienkiewicz, Howard 
Chaykin, Chris Claremont, Ralph 
Macchio, and Andy Schmidt who 
brought this puppy home. 


But most of all I want to thank Bill 
Jemas. Bill Jemas read an eleven 
page one act play that I wrote that 
was pretty much the first half of 
issue one; he read it and literally 
put the MAX line into gear the next 
day. 


His words were: "Why can't we 
publish this? We should be able to 
publish this." There's a lot of 
things Bill will be remembered for 
in comics, and I hope that this is 
one of them. 


But speaking of Mark Bagley, Mike 
Gaydos couldn't make the 
schedule to launch THE PULSE 
with me because he is finishing up 
a huge graphic novel called 
HEAVEN'S WAR, and hopefully he 
will be back with us as soon as he 
can. So guess who I wrangled in to 
draw the first arc of THE PULSE? 
Well, it's the award-winning 
maniac with a pencil, Mark 
y co-conspiri' 
>PIDER-MAN. 


A lot of people, including myself, 
think that Bagley and I bring out the best 
in each other. I am so happy he agreed 
to try this with me. 


So if you liked ALIAS you'll love THE 
PULSE, if you like ULTIMATE 
SPIDER-MAN, you'll love THE PULSE, 
and if you like ads for Hulk Underoos, 
you will love THE PULSE. I hope you join 
us for the next big chapter in Jessica 
Jones' life and the newest look at what 
makes the Marvel Universe tick. 


lal.Hegi 

her p.o.v. of the world and Ben Ulrich, 
one of my all-time favorite Marvel 
characters ever, will be her writer. 


a is pregnant nc 
will deal with 


unflinching linework. Not too many 
people know that Mike and I went to art 
school together, where he mopped the 
floor with me every day I went there. But 
now I have gotten him back by making 
him draw three years of talking heads. 


BRIAN MICHAEL BENDIS’ 
ORIGINAL CRIME COMIC PITCH 


First stoiy arc loose outline. 

(Keeping in mind the pages of the 
crime comic you have already read for 
mood and voice, here are the bigger 
plot points for the first arc...) 

J essica is hired by a mysterious 
woman to find her sister Kira. The 
woman doesn’t want her found, she 
just wants to see that she is safe and 
not on drugs. Just proof that she is ok. 

Because the woman is paying in 
cash, Jessica agrees even though she 
is wary of the vagueness of the job. 
Jessica calls her client’s info to clarify 
that this is all on the up-and-up. Using 
the usual investigator sources, Jessica 
easily finds this woman who doesn’t 
want to he found. 

Jessica stakes out Kira’s apartment 
and videotapes Kira coming home with 
a handsome, hunky blond gentleman. 
She catches a little hanky-panky on 
video. All typical stuff. 

All of a sudden the blond man is called 
away. He kisses Kira goodbye. Jessica 
muses to herself, he’s either a doctor 
or he’s cheating on her or with her. 

Jessica is surprised to find that 
the blond man doesn’t leave the 
apartment through the front door that 
he came in. 

Just by happenstance she holds 
the camera up to the roof of the 
apartment building and she clearly 
videotapes Steve Rogers putting on his 
Captain America costume and leaping 
to another building. 

Jessica shits in her pants. Jessica has 
videotape of Captain America’s secret 
identity. 


J essica doesn’t know if it’s a 

coincidence or not. But she knows 
that the tape is a political nuclear 
bomb. 

Jessica calls the woman who hired her, 
the phone’s disconnected. Jessica goes 
to the address she gave, it is a Gap 
store. 

Now Jessica feels set up. 

She goes straight to Avenger’s 
Mansion. No one answers. 

She goes back to the woman Kira’s 
apartment. It’s a crime scene, cop cars, 
ambulances. A crowd of onlookers. The 
woman has been brutally murdered. 

Jessica goes back to her office to get 
the tape. And NYPD detectives are 
there. 

They had an anonymous tip that 
Jessica was staking out Kira’s house. 
Jessica lies and says that isn’t true. 
The detectives pull out a crime scene 
photo. The police photographer always 
shoots the crowd in case the killer is 
hanging around. And of course...there 
is Jessica. 

At least Jessica doesn’t have to worry 
if she’s been set up. 

End of issue two. 

P olice station. Jessica is interrogated 
by the police. They have no 
motive but she has no alibi. Someone 
strong broke the woman in half with 
their bare hands. It’s an intense 
interrogation where the cops fill us in 
on how Jessica got to New York and 
what’s going on with her powers. 

Jessica with her ill temper and violent 
tendencies is looking pretty guilty. 


End of the first issue. Just as the interrogation is coming to 

a head...in comes Matt Murdock! He 
tells the cops to charge her or let her 


go. They let her go, they have nothing 
substantial. 

Outside Matt tells her that Luke Cage 
retained his services for her. Matt 
asks her point blank if she killed the 
girl. Jessica says no. Matt, of course, 
believes her because he knows her 
heartbeat and tells her he will fix this 
but not to leave town. 

Jessica goes after the woman who 
hired her. She pulls strings. She 
bribes people. But she finds out that 
the phone line was paid for by the 
committee to elect the Republican 
presidential candidate. 

End of the issue. 

W ashington, DC. Jessica finally 

finds the woman who set her up. 

This leads her on a cat and mouse 
chase that eventually gives Jessica the 
answer she was looking for. 

Jessica was being used as an 
unknowing pawn in a conspiracy to 
not only ‘out’ Captain America but to 
embroil him in ugly scandal. 

Jessica being down on her luck and 
not super-hero friendly would either 
sell the tape or give it up to the cops 
to save her ass. They used Jessica so it 
wouldn’t seem political. Just a scandal 
that happened. 

Cap is an important part of the 
President’s political good will with the 
people. A well-timed scandal would 
shift the power of a new Congress and 
even the Presidency over to the right. 
But the saboteur misread Jessica. They 
did not count of Jessica’s surprising 
amount of quiet selflessness. 

The twist is that it is a wash. 

Jessica can’t rat out the 
conspirators without outing Captain 
America, BUT they don’t get their 
scandal. The murder is never 
solved. Jessica isn’t charged. 


They don’t have any evidence and 
Matt Murdock’s reputation actually 
gets the DA’s office to back down. But 
Jessica is tainted in the cops’ eyes. 
They think she did it. But Jessica 
never buckles. 

The President is reelected. 

The story arc ends with a surprise 
visit from Steve Rogers! 

He has friends in high places and 
knows he dodged a bullet because of 
her. Surprisingly, Steve’s presence 
makes Jessica very emotional. The 
first time we see her with her walls 
down. She confesses how devastating it 
is that her powers failed her and that 
she was never the hero she always 
hoped she would be. Not like him. 

Steve Rogers confesses how empty his 
life feels when something like this can 
almost happen to him. But, it’s the 
moments that count. And that she now 
has one. 

She gives him the tape. 


(Though the story sounds more 
political than hard-boiled, it isn’t. Don’t 
be fooled. Think of the older noirs. 
Many had to do with nuclear devices 
and wartime espoinage. It’s always 
more fascinating when a murder opens 
a door of huge consequence. Also, we 
get to examine the idea of Captain 
America in darker terms, but we never 
really see him.) 


Upcoming. 

Next story arc: A missing persons case 
reveals that a low rent Fantastic Four 
villain (to be announced) has become a 
Dr. Swango type serial killer. 

A black magic case with a cameo by 
Dr. Strange. 


































































































































































Brian Michael Bendis* Farewell to Alias 

(originally printed in Alias #28) 

This is the last issue of Alias? It’s over! 

That’s it? What the fuck? 


Yeah, this is the last issue of Alias. 
And it’s all my fault. 

I wrote # 28 , which you just read, and 
I was like, “Uh, I think I just wrapped 
up the series,” hut having read it, 
as you just have, you know that we 
peaked. The point of the hook has 
been examined, revealed, explained 
and dealt with in what I would call 
a satisfactory way. And we never 
“jumped the shark.” 

But I, like you, am far from done with 
Jessica. 

What happened was—I let Joe Quesada, 
the man who keeps the staples from 
falling out of the books, know that I 
thought Alias might be done. He said 
Marvel was toying with the idea of 
a CSI in the Marvel Universe kind 
of book, and that maybe I could take 
Jessica, who everybody already likes, 
and create something that worked all 
these ideas together. 

Veiy inspiring words. 

Then, if I did that, it wouldn’t need 
to be Max anymore. Though I like 
saying ‘fuck’ a lot, some might say too 
fucking much, the big eff word was 
stifling a couple of things I wanted to 
do with Jessica — like using Spider- 
man and some other big name Marvel 
guest stars. 

See, we can’t have the kids picking up 
an issue of Alias looking for Wolverine 
and getting a mouth full of my potty, 
we just can’t. But still, I have these 
story ideas. So... 

Alias is called The Pulse now. The 
Pulse. It’s a brand new, ongoing marvel 
comic starting this Februaiy. 

The Pulse is a Daily Bugle-focused 
series. It will center on a section of 
the paper that will cover superhuman 
happenings — it’s the mysteries of the 
Marvel universe revealed. 

Jonah will hire Jessica Jones in a kind 
of ‘first look’ deal. He gets first crack at 







her p.o.v. of the world and Ben Urich, 
one of my all-time favorite Marvel 
characters ever, will be her writer. 

Plus, Jessica is pregnant now and 
Luke and Jessica will deal with the 
complicated aspects of bringing a child 
into this world of heroes and villains. 
Jessica’s life is different now and the 
book will reflect that. 


Worried about the tone of the book 
now that it is no longer Max? Well 
don’t. Readers of Daredevil know 
that I can be adult and gritty without 
using the f-word. And sex was never 
the motivation of Alias; I just wanted 
to be able to express sex as an adult 
function if I wanted to. The stories of 
this series will be focused on bigger 
issues but the characters that you love 
in Alias will be all there in full glory 
in The Pulse — except Jessica will be 
happier, at least for a couple of pages. 

But I tell ya, honest to god, if all I 
ever got to do in this whacked out 
business was write Alias for these 28 
issues, I would have had an amazing 
fulfilling career. This was an honor 
and a privilege. I shit you not. 

I would like to thank many people 
for the success of this book. Michael 
Gaydos is a genius of subtlety and 
expression and I thank him for his 
unflinching line work. Not too many 
people know that Mike and I went to 
art school together, where he mopped 
the floor with me every day I went 
there. But now I have gotten him back 
by making him draw three years of 
talking heads. 


Matt Hollingsworth was one of my 
favorite colorists before we started 
working on Allas and Daredevil. 
Working with him and trying to guess 
how his mind will interpret the scenes 
has been thrilling. 

Thank you to Gory Petit, Nanci 
Dakesian, Stuart Moore, Tom 
Brevoort, CB Cebulski, Nick Lowe, Joe 
Quesada, Rick Mays, Mark Bagley, 
Bill Sienkiewicz, Howard Ghaykin, 
Ralph Macchio and Andy Schmidt who 
brought this puppy home. 

But most of all I think I want to thank 
Bill Jemas. Bill Jemas read an eleven 
page one act play that I wrote that 
was pretty much the first half of issue 
one, he read it and literally put the 
Max line into gear the next day. 

His words were: “Why can’t we publish 
this, we should be able to publish 
this.” There’s a lot of things Bill will 
be remembered for in comics, I hope 
that this is one of them. 

But speaking of Mark Bagley, Mike 
Gaydos couldn’t make the schedule to 
launch The Pulse with me because he 
is finishing up a huge graphic novel 
called Heaven’s War, and hopefully he 
will be back with us as soon as he can. 
So guess who I wrangled in to draw 
the first arc of The Pulse ? Well, it’s the 
award-winning maniac with a pencil, 
Mark Bagley, my co-conspirator on 
Ultimate Spider-Man. 

A lot of people, including myself, think 
that Bagley and I bring out the best in 
each other. I am so happy he agreed to 
tiy this with me. 

So if you liked Allas you’ll love The 
Pulse, if you like Ultimate Spider-Man 
you’ll love The Pulse, and if you like 
ads for Hulk underoos, you will love 
The Pulse. I hope you join us for the 
next big chapter in Jessica Jones’ life 
and the newest look at what makes 
the Marvel Universe tick. 

And one more time for posterity.... 
PUCK! 


Bendis! 








ONCE A HERO 


Jessica Jones is a hard-nosed private investigator, an 
the dark underbelly of the Marvel Universe is her be: 


But it wasn’t always this way. 


Once, Jessica was a costumed adventurer herself. No\ 
for the first time, learn all her hidden secrets — how 
she got her powers and became a hero, and the dark, 
unspoken chapter in Marvel Universe history that 
changed her life forever. Guest-starring Peter Parker, 
Jean Grey and the Avengers! 
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